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ACTUALLY 
SO WHITE... 


| DON’T BECAUSE | 
KNOW DON’T KNOW 


b THE My 
B TRUTH... PARENTS... 


SO... 
WHY ARE 
YOU Dis- 

GUISING AS 
A MANI? 





PERSONS 
HAVE THEIR 
OWN, DIF- 
FERENT, 
CIRCUM- 
STANCES. 


| CElve THE 
OTHERS. 


IF POSSIBLE, 
VD LIKE TO 
LIVE AND 
WORK HERE. 





NY "| THOSE WERE 
THEY'LL PROBABLY 
\\ NEVER COME BACK QUITE THE 
AGAIN TO THIS fy 
POST TOWN. 


AWAY LIKE 
THAT AFTER 








PLEASE, 
SEND MY 
') REGARDS TO 
4 YOUR BOSS. 





UNFORTUNATELY 
THE YOUNG 
MARTIAL ARTS 








WHY ARE 
YOU WIPING 


THE 
PLATES!? 








YOU'RE A 

SAMURAI, 

RIGHT!? A 
bay) OF 


HIS ABILI- 
TY, RIGHT!? 





TONIGHT, 
"M GONNA 
MAKE YOU 

WAIL!! 






































BREATH 
SLOWLY!! 





























THAT MAN BIT IM SORRY. 
THOUGH | 
YOUR FINGER KNEW THAT BEC 


‘AUSE | 
DIDN’T SAY THAT 
| WAS YOUR 
CUSTOMER... 


SO INTENSE- 
Ly... 








| CAN 
BARE- 
LY...RESIST 


UNTIL THE 





ISN’T IT. 
WEIRD? IT 
WOULD 


HAVE BEEN S= 


BETTER IF 
| HAD DIED 


MEN WHO 
KILLED MY 
PARENTS 





THAT MAN 
IS SOME- 
ONE WHO 
KILLED 
YOUR PAR- 


sagvute 
| HAD GoNE = & 
UPSTAIRS TO . GAVE BIRTH 


‘ TO HER 
WATCH THEM KITTENS IN 


N) THE ROOF 


LIKE EVERY 


Peg S 
BEING KILLED... (J g “time 
ieee ae 
NGS IN THE. SPACE... 





| PEEPED 
DOWN, 


AND SAW. 
BURGLARS 
WHO HAD 
SUDDENLY 
BURST 
INTO THE 
HOUSE... 





THEN... 
THEY STOLE 
ALL THE 
VALUABLE 


THINGS... 











IN THE END... 
| WAS SOLD 


AND THEN... 
THEY WERE 


| DON’T HAVE 
THE 


STRENGTH TO 
TAKE RE- 
VENGE... 
‘STANCE 
©) THIS suF- » = 2 Sone OF ain 
 FERING, =) THE OTHERS 
WOULD JUST 
LAUGH... 





WOULD GO 
ON LIVING 


IT’S 
PAINFUL... 


IT MUST 
BE so 
PAINFUL, 
AKANE- 
SAN... 























CHAPTER 2: COMPASSION 





THEY ALSO 
SAY THAT, ALL 
ALONE AGAIN, 

SHE ANNIHI- 
LATED A BAND 
OF DOZENS OF 

NOBUSERI 

WHO HAD A 
WHOLE POST 
TOWN UNDER 

THEIR 

THUMB... 


THAT'S A 
GIRL DIS- 


THIS WOMAN 
CALLED AZUMI 
CAN APPEAR 
FRAIL FROM 
THE OUTSET, 


| DREADFULLY 


SKILLED. 





FROM NOW 
ON, I’M GOING 
TO INFORM 
ALL THE FUMA 
CLANS IN THE 
KOSHU WAY 
AREAS. 


YOU'VE 
FOUND HER, 
COME 
STRAIGHT TO 
INFORM ME, 
GOT ITI? 


ASIDE FROM 
BEING TRUE OR 
NOT, THEY SAY 
THAT SHE’S A 

WOMAN WHO 

WAS RAISED 

AND TRAINED 
TO BECOME AN 

ASSASSIN 
SINCE A 
TENDER AGE. 


YOU EVER EVEN IF 
THINK TO YOU 





ce A 


WE MUST 
WORK 
ONA 

CAREFUL 


IS THERE 
ONLY THAT 
PORTRAIT 
FROM 
BEHINDI? 
WITH JUST 


THEY SAY SHE 
HAS A CUTE MANY’ 
FACE THAT DISTINC- 

YOU WOULDN’T TIVE FEA- 


THINK MASKED 
A STRONG 
GIRL. 





THEY SAY 
THAT... 
AZUMI HAS A 
SHARP MIND 
AND POS- 
SESSES HIGH 
WISDOM... 
AND THAT 
SHE IS IN- 
CREDIBLY 
SKILLED. 


SHE HAD 


AND IF ONLY 


SHE HAS A ! THOUGH 
TEMPERAMENT SHE'S AN 
THAT WON'T aM) *SS455N, 
EVER ABAN- vm 
DON CLOSE THE TEN- 
FRIENDS OR 7 ; DENCY TO 
PEOPLE WHO Bp 
HAVE TOUCHED \p <2]! AWAY By 


|| emo- 
EE. TIONS...IN 


TIONS... , 
| WAS TOLD - warps: 


SUCH. f WN 





FIRST OF 
ALL, PUT 
YOUR EV- 
ERYTHING 





AMAZING... 


you REALLY Are J 


A MARTIAL ARTS 
MASTER!! 


\ = mn 
- \ / < BE OURS!! 


RIGHT!? 








IKUE! IT’S 
p _TIME TO 
PREPARE!! 


1 
A | 
Sell 


a eames, 





| WAS UHM, 
THINKING WELL, 
TO HAVE 

SOME 


THIS IS THE 
PLACE TO SLEEP 
WITH THE BEST 
WOMEN, AFTER 

ALL. 


y AKANE...IT’S 
WEARISOME 
THAT SHE HAS 
NO REACTIONS 

















YES... 

HE BOUGHT 
AKANE. HE’S A 
MASTER OF 
MARTIAL ARTS 
WHO STILL 
LOOKS LIKE A 
CHILD, BUT... 


THAT 
YOUNG ONE 
CARRYING 
WATER... 
V'VE NEVER 
SEEN HIM 
BEFORE. 














& \ 
EVEN IF | 


AND...HE STARTED 
WORKING LIKE THAT 
BY HIS OWN WILL... 


HIM...HE 
CAN'T SPEAK, 
$0...YOU 


SPEAK... 
OOOH!! 


THOSE MUR- 
DERERS HAVE 
COME. | BEG 
YOU, ACT AS IF 
YOU HAVE 
BOUGHT ME IN 
ADVANCE! 








AKANE, FOR 
A LONG TIME, 
MT HAD THE 
in DESIRE TO 4 
AY, SLEEP WITH 
you. {J 


a 
Ma 








HEY HEY, 
WHAT’S 
WITH 
THAT. 
YOU PLAN 





\ 
; KEEP AKANE 
y v. - FOR HIMSELF 
DRL ASAEE 
has cor 7 Right! 

Se ! ‘iias 
ae METI Sor BOSS, PAID Mea 
GUTS... Ss Pe A Tie VE A LOT OF 

SRS NEW GIRL!! || MONEY IN 

ys st ADVANCE... 














THEN, BE- 
CAUSE SHE’LL 
BE DISCOV- 
ERED, SHE 
PRETENDS 
SHE CAN’T 


MAYBE SHE’S 
REVEALED 
ONLY TO 
AKANE THAT 
SHE’S A 
WOMAN AND 
GAINED HER 


SHE THOUGHT 

arzer ae THAT THIS. INN 
COMING | was MORE CONVE- 
SIENDS | NIENT FOR HIDING 

ITH "THAN RUNNING 

AROUND AMONG 

Like THAT, AROLIND AMO 
FIELDS... 


MAYBE SHE 

WANTED TO 

STAY HERE 
FOR A 
WHILE. 


DO YOU 
THINK THAT 
SHE'S 
FLIRTING 
WITH 
AKANE!? 


WHY...DOING ALL 
HIS AND STOP- 
PING AT THIS 
INN!??...EVEN 
DESIRING TO 










THINGS 
HAVE 
BECOME IN- 
TERESTING, 





THE INEX- 
PERI- 
ENCED 

ONES ARE 

THE BEST. 


THOSE GUYS 
ARE THE MEN 
WHO COMMIT 
BURGLARY AND 
KILLED YOUR 
PARENTS AND 
YOUNGER 
BROTHER, 
RIGHT? 





THEY'RE GUYS 
CAPABLE OF 


SUDDENLY 
COMING IN TO 
PEEP. 

















OHHOOO! 
INNOCENT 
7) ONES ARE 

GOOD!! 


2 tHe HECK 
ARE YOU 
Z DOINGIF 






























































; 

= : 
THEN ay : 
HURRY \ PS Wwe gor 

uP AND Ui; : ay ci 

a Ww - 7 ] 
LOSE! Gath \\\\ 0 a 

cf 























OTIS 
J <y 


















































WHAT THE 
HELL... 


SHE 
SHOULDN'T A 
BE A 5 














WE DID JUST 
THE USUAL 


ches bee. 
she's Pee } | i; WAEN'T THE 
\ \ D AL 


my CHANDISE, YOU 
KNOW... 9 


G iB 
i] 
kN bs 


j WD 


hater Mats, 


thaw, 


2 





CAUSE HER 
MENSTRUA- 
TIONS CAME. 
AT THE SAME 
TIME. 


q WAS BE- 
{ 


) THEY'RE 
C REAL BAS- 




















YEAH...IT 
LOOKS LIKE 
THEYRE 
PROPERLY 
SPEAKING 
TO EACH 
OTHER... 


AZUMI HAS 
REVEALED 
THAT SHE IS A 
WOMAN AND 
MADE FRIENDS 
NOT ONLY 
WITH AKANE 
BUT EVEN 
WITH THAT 





THIS WAS 
SEWN BY 
MY YOUNG- 
ER SISTER, 
SUE... 
SHE SAID 
TO THINK 
| OF IT AS IT 
\. WERE HER! 


THEM! AH 
HA HA HA. 


AAH...I’D LIKE TO : 
BE FRANK TO 


4 ese 
TET ia 


Gi asl 


IKU-CHAN TOO 
AND TALK TO 
HER, BUT... 





CHAPTER 
SFRIGHT 








AND THAT | CAN )| 
ALSO SPEAK...| 
WONDER...WHAT J 
KIND OF COM- 
FORT COULD BE 
FOR HER... 


ITD 
ONLY 
END UP. 
HURTING 
HER... 


IKU-CHAN 
IS HURT- 
ING SO 


TO SEND MONEY 
TO HER PARENTS 
AND YOUNGER 
SISTER AND 
BROTHER SHE 
EVEN THREWS 
AWAY HER PRIDE 
AND SELLS HER 
BODY... 





WHY DON’T 
=) YOU HIRE THAT 
YOUNG SAMU- 
RAI LIKE HE 
WISHES!? 


AKANE-SAN, 
I'M TERRIBLY 








WAAAAAH!! 


TRUEEE!!? 


y y 
ZS 7 = 
NV WR? SO THIS MEANS 
eae THAT MR. 
fF ALWAYs BE 
BP HEREI? 
eS “adi 








| DON’T MIND IT 

HAAAHA HA AAH, WELL, NO ONE 

HA HA, NO WILL EVER BOTHER / ae teen 
WAY IT TO SLEEP IN THE SHARING THE 
WOULD SAME ROOM WITH f 


REALLY) SUCH A GRANNY 


WN . 
iy WELL, HOWEV- 
(7) ER, I'M REALLY 


,HA HA, ANYTHING, 


% EH! 
TA 








| SEEN! YOU 

ASKED THE 
MISTRESS 
FOR ME, 


THOUGHT!! 


COULD USE 
THAT 
EXCUSE 





Be i, 
is 
~ BY USING 
WE MUST WALLS AND 
PILLARS AS 
SHIELDS, WE'LL 
BE DRAGGED 
INTO ONE ON 
ONE FIGHTS. 


FIGHTING 
INSIDE 
THAT INN 
WILL BE NO 














wow, 
YOU'RE 


FAST!! | wt AS 












IS THERE A 
FESTIVAL OR 
SOME. 







THING!? 


THERE’S A 
FESTIVAL FOR 
HACHIMAN- 
SAMA HERE 

TOO... 





EEEEEEHI? < 
I$ ITOK IF = 
| Gol? 


a 


HW 


Ark 


YOU AREN’T 
ALLOWED TO 
GO OUTSIDE } 
TO HAVE FUN 
AND SO ON... 





IT SEEMS 
THAT THESE 


| t AH, WE’VE ALSO 
HEARD THAT 
=? YOUR THROAT IS 
NOT IN GOOD 
CONDITION. gad 














al 


FOR THIS REASON 
OUR ROLE IS TO However, AT JIT Tonceeow 
KEEP WATCH AND, 7 FESTIVALS THERE’S A 
IF SOMETHING i FIGHTS AND RESTIVAL 
HAPPENS, TO QUARRELS 


CALM IT DOWN, |(4m HAPPEN. ij AT THE 
BUT... gi Mt 


\ THE VISITORS TO THE 
YOU'LL FESTIVAL WILL BE TOO 
EVEN GET A MANY AND WE WILL. 
FARE, DO 


? FIND US SHORTHANDED. 
YOu THINK \ BW | Settle Men EVENT 

WERE JUST ONE MORE. 
HELP US? \. . 


WELL, WAIT, 
IT’S EVEN 
FINE IF YOU 
ONLY 


STAND 
THERE WITH 
THE 


isn 
y, 














TOTHE | 
HACHIMAN 
FESTIVAL 

RIGHT!? 


LL GO AND 
Buy A SOU- 
VENIR FOR 


YOU, 
AKANE-SAN. 


SOMETHING 
SOLD AT |L=¥ 

THE STANDS 

AT THE FES- 
TIVAL!? 








THE THINGS 
THAT ARE 
SOLD AT THE 
STALLS OF A 
FESTIVAL... 
ARE ONLY 
THINGS THAT 
COULD MAKE 
CHILDREN 
HAPPY. 


Lin 
pert 


VM REALLY 
HAPPY THAT 
\\ | WAS 
HIRED, I’M 
GRATEFUL 
TO YOU, 
Ip AKANE-SAN, 


THE MISTRESS AND 
OTERU-SAN...| WAS 
THINKING TO GO 
BUY SOMETHING 
FOR EVERYONE. 





THEN, ILL GO 

/ BUY SOME- 

{ THING THAT 
IKU-CHAN CAN 
SEND TO HER 
LITTLE SISTER 
AND BROTH- 


ALRIGHT!! 


mM 
GOING!! 


IF 160 TO 


os DIDN'T 
WILL IT 
MAKE 
HER 
HAPPY!? GIVE TO. 
TO HER 





THEY | WENT TO A 
BOUGHT US FESTIVAL 
A 


SELF-RIGHT- \ ff 
ING DOLL... | 


VLL BUY ITH! 
VLL BUY IT 
FOR YOU!! 





YOU SAY 
SHE PLAIN- 


LY RE- 
FUSEDI?: 


JEEZ, SHE 
WAS UNAP- 























SUSPICIOUS 
YOU SAY... 
THERE’S NO 
WAY WE 
WOULD EVER 
GIVE AWAY 
THAT WE’RE 
FUMAS! 







AN 















THIS IS PERHAPS 
BAD, IF AZUMI, HOWEVER, WE 
SHE ES- BEING ON SHOWED UP 
CAPED WE r THE LOOK- SUDDENLY LIKE 
/ WOULD GET OUT FOR THAT IN SUC- 
| NOTHING!! PURSUERS, CESSION... 
SENSED 
SOMETHING. 4 


\\ 
\\ 
SS 








2 Bas At 
@ WHAAATI? 
JOURNEY & (j { ) Za A SHE WENT 
Kf ' : OUTSIDE!? 














WHEN DID SHE 
GO OUT!? 
IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER THAT!? 





TURE WITH 
HIS HANDS 


AND 
ARMS!? 


BACK!! 


DO SOME: 


THING!?? 2 — 


A 











WE MUST G i ra WHAT DO 


THINK TO THE BEST WE DOI? 


a 
Lure HER ff PLACE TO KILL Y sour we 


HER IS THAT 
THERE IN ONE Like WE (\ AMBUSH 


PLANNED. 





THEN, 
SHOULD WE 
RETREAT 
FOR THE 
MOMENT 








AZUMI WILL BE 












; TOLD FROM 
Baia THEM ABOUT 
ALERT! et 





‘KUS 
























































































































































A 
MA MECAIW) 
ij With 
7], 
Hal y' 
oa 


AKANE AND 
THAT INEX- 


SHE HAS A 
TEMPERAMENT 
ABANDON CLOSE 
Fm oN 
FRIENDS OR SS te 
PEOPLE WHO ame ae 
EMOTIONALLY ' 
TOUCHED HER... ss 
| WAS TOLD 80. 4 








TAKE AND 
BRING ME 
AZUMI'S 
FRIENDS, 





LET’S BUY 
SOMETHING 
FOR HER 
LITTLE 
SISTER AND 
BROTHER! 


AAALRIGHT!! 
LET’S 


CHOOSE 
SOMETHING!! 





pt 
RR 
= 
BI 
Pp 
[4 
Ka 
4 
[-4 
RI 
H 
& 
<q 
xq 
U 4 








WHY DO YOU 

EVEN HAVE 
") TO BRING ME 
9 ALONG WITH 


| BEG YOU, 
LET ME GO 
BACK!! 


I-| UNDER- IT MEANS THAT 
STAND. I'LL NO MATTER 
PLEASE NEVER TRY WHERE YOUR 
“= @ RUNNING AWAY BODY IS 
AGAIN... PIERCED, YOU 
DIE. 


SINCE THAT 
MARTIAL 
ARTS MASTER 
CALLED 
AZUMI WAS 
ONLY GENTLE 
TOWARDS 
AKANE AND 
Iku... 


THIS AR- 
ROW- 
HEAD 

HERE IS 

COVERED 
INA 

DEADLY 

POISON. 





I-I’M DEEPLY 
y) SORRY, | WAS 





ME, SO... 
P-PLEASE... 


Is... 
IS IT REALLY 
TRUE THAT 


MR. 
SAMURAI... 
WHO THEY 


JUST BY IN- 


OF A AZUMI THAT... 


> THINKING = © FORMING 
2 METHOD!! \ WE CAPTURED 


( THESE TWO, 


j ; WILL SHE 
LOW Pea REALLY 





WILL 
@ AKANE-SAN 

PLAY WITH 
| THESE... 








WHY IT’S 
“als ALWAYS 


FINGER 
TOO, 
RIGHT!? 


LIKE THIS. 


WE’LL SENT IT 
TO HER AND 
SHOW HER! 
DOING SO, 
THERE’S NO 
DOUBT THAT 

AZUMI WILL BE 

WORRIED THAT 

SOMETHING HAS 

HAPPENED TO 


Yiyyys 
Wy ff 


WHEN YOU 
SLEEP WITH 





























MW 







7 YOU DAMN 
< MURDERERS 

Z WHO KILLED 
Zz MY PARENTS 


2, BROTHER!! 






KILLED YOUR 
PARENTS AND 
BROTHER!? 





> 
q 5 YOU BURSTED 
WATCHING ct. INTO MY HOME, 
FROM THE KILLED ALL MY 
SPACE a. FAMILY AND 
UNDER THE Fi STOLE ALL THE 
ROOF... a VALUABLE 
THINGS!! 


AROUND THAT 
TIME, WE DID 
SO MANY 
WHO WERE fe HOUSES, 

= THAT, YOU 


REMEMBER 
WHICH WAS 
YOURS AND 





YOUR 
PARENTS AT KNOW... 














SO, YOU, EVEN 
THOUGH KNOWING 
THAT WE MUR- 
DERED YOUR PAR- 
ENTS, SLEPT WITH 
US TIME AND 
TIME AGAIN!? 








5 eae 2 
S “bap HAVING 2 
ano < ) KILLEDS ~ ~< "SP 
MOM... CD 6 Ss 


SON 

















Z| \) eS 
x a 
& —(NEIS 


BOSS!! SHOULD 
| CUT AN ARM 
FROM THIS 
WOMAN TOO!? 
RECEIVING TWO 
PIECES WILL 
SURE FRIGHTEN 
HER!! 








STOOOP!! 
soy T DO IT 
IKU-CHAN!! 
bo IT ONLY TO 





THOUGH 
YOU RE- 
GRETTED 
IT, YOU EN- 
DURED, 
PRETEND- 


HEY, AKANE... 
EVEN THOUGH 
YOU KNEW WE 
KILLED YOUR 
PARENTS YOU 
KEPT LETTING 


py US PLAY WITH 


YOUR BODY... 





YOU ACTU- 
ALLY FELT 
SOMETHING 
TAKING IN 
MY BIG 


DICK, 
RIGHT!? 

























































































WOMAN 
CALLED 
AZUMI!? 





YOU...WHAT 
KIND OF 
GRUDGE DID 
YOU EARN 
WITH THAT 
BOSS AND HIS 
MEN!? 


HOSTAGE!! 
THEY SAID 
THAT... 





“YOUR IDENTITY HAS 
BEEN DISCOVERED... 
NS. EVEN IF YOU WERE TO 
\) RUN AWAY FROM US... 
YOU WON‘T EVER 
1) ESCAPE THE FUMA IN 
THE KOSHU AREA...” 





ARE YOU GOING TO 
RUN AWAY!? 
«NO WAY, RIGHT? 
WHAT WOULD 
HAPPEN TO AKANE 
AND IkU!? 


















































PLease, Qa 
GUIDE Me ‘aM 
TO THAT 3 











Ls 
Why 
oy 


WE MUST TREAT 
AKANE-SAN’S ARM 
IMMEDIATELY. COULD 
YOU PREPARE ME 
SAKE AND 
BANDAGES!? 


P= 


FAULT THAT 

AKANE-SAN 

IS IN SUCH A 
PREDICA- 





WILL LEAVE VLL SAVE 
IMMEDIATELY AKANE-SAN 
FTER THAT. K ANI 


D 
IKU-CHAN 
LIVES FOR 



































AAH...BUT ON 
THE OTHER 
HAND...YOU 

HAVE TO 
GO... 


VLL SAVE 
THEM FOR 


| REALLY 
REGRET 
THIS, BUT 
THIS IS 
FAREWELL. 


I-IF YOU GO 
THERE, YOU... 
W-WILL BE 
KILLED! 


OR AKANE-SAN 
AND IKU-CHAN 
WILL GET KILLED... 
JEEZ... 








































































































































































































THIS IS 

| GoopBye, \ 

\ BUT | WILL 

BE SURE TO / 

SEND BACK / 
HERE | 

AKANE-SAN 





i; 


(AND 
\ lnc. 


) 


} 



















































































































































































BECAUSE 
THEY'LL BE 
PROBABLY KEEP 
WATCH THIS 


ROAD FROM A 
HIGH PLACE, 


IS THAT 
$O...? 
THERE’RE 
EIGHT 
MEN? 


WELL, WHEN | 
WAS A BRAT | 
PLAYED THERE 
OFTEN, BUT 
SINCE I'VE 
BECOME AND 
ADULT I'VE 
ALMOST NEVER 
GONE THERE... 


PLEASE, EX- 
PLAIN TO ME 
ABOUT THE TO- 
POGRAPHY OF 
THAT PLACE IN 
DETAIL 





TO EMPLOY 
EIGHT MEN 
USING EVEN 
POISONED 
ARROWS 
AGAINST 
SUCH A 
YOUNG 
GIRL...?, 


JUST BE- 
CAUSE SHE 
RECEIVED 
THE ARM OF 
A WHORE 
SHE’S ONLY 
KNOWN FOR 
SOME MERE 





2 

ceenIr HERE, ARE 
JUST SOME 
COMPLETE 
DUNCES... 


Zs 3 se sbeaat 
WE, WHO ARE 
WAITING ; 





Si 
AZUMI, WHO 
WAS PRE- 
TENDING TO 
BE MR. 


IF SHE COMES 
HERE, SHE’LL BE 
KILLED, RIGHT!?... 
KNOWING THAT... 
WILL SHE COME!? 



















AZUMI-SAN... 
MUST HAVE 
SOME 
STROOONG 
COMRADES!! 


‘Mae ss 


IF IT WASN’T LIKE 
THAT, THEY WOULD 
NEVER BE EVEN 
EIGHT ADULT MEN | 
COWARDLY AMBUSH-  ezai\ 
7» ING AZUMI-SAN 









ALONE!! 


ial 





I'M SURE THAT 
AZUMI-SAN 
WILL COME TO 
SAVE US WITH 
HER COM- 


RADES!! 














EH!? THAT 


y PERSON 
Sree. WAg nat: 


F; 
SKINNED!! 


SAMURAI!? 

















x Ve. 5 


a Z 

















































































CHAPTER 6: 
LONELINESS 





IS THE FUMA 
CLAN 


AIMING AT 
MY LIFE ON 
SOMEONE’S 


ORDERS...? 


HAD BEEN 
KNOWN 
RIGHT 


FROM THE § 


START... 


HE SAID 
THAT THE 
FOMA CLAN 
IS IN THE 
KOSHU 
AREA... 


THE FACT 





WILL SEND 
ASSASSINS. 
ONE AFTER 


COULD BE 
OBSERVED 
FROM AFAR 
BY THEM 
EVEN Now, 
LIKE THIS... 





EVEN IF | 
DISGUISED 
NOW... 
T*BLY Be 
HAS 
pats, USELESS... 


THIS TIME... 
TOBIZARU 
COULD END UP 
GETTING 
KILLED WHILE 
TRYING TO 
PROTECT ME... 





/ IF | STOPPED 
IN A TEMPLE 
SOMEWHERE, 
THEY WOULD 

INFORM 
TENKAI- 
SAMA AND 
TOBIZARU 


\ WILL PROBA- 








WHY AM | 
AZUMI!? 


NACHI WAS 
HE SAID SAYING THAT 
THAT EVERYONE'S 
You NAMES COMES 





THEY'RE 
THE q 
NAMES OF 
WHERE WE 
WERE 
BORN!! 


J SOME ARE 
5 LANDS | 


OTHERS ARE 
LANDS I’VE 
NEVER 
GONE TO... 


WHAT 
ABOUT 
ME!? IS IT 
FROM A 
PLACE 
CALLED 
@ AZUMI YOU 
WENT TO!? 





THE LAND 
NAME OF 
AZUMI IS 
CALLED 
“AZUMINO*. 


| TOTALLY 
LIKE 
“AZUMI"!! 





WHERE’S 
“AZUMINO* IN 
THE VAAAST 

OUTSIDE 

WORLD, 

MORE OR 

LESS!? 


EVEN IF YOU IN- 
QUIRY FURTHER, 
IT’S USELESS. 
THERE’S NO 
DEEP MEANING 
IN THE NAME 
V'VE GIVEN YOU. 





THERE COULD BE 
NO RELATION GRAMPA 
ASunico ris Hoe 
His HOME- 
TOWN IS 
IN THE KAI 
PROVINCE. 


HOWEVER, 
GRAMPA’S 
HOMETOWN 
I$ NOT SUCH 
FURTHER 
THAN THAT... 


I'M CURRENT- 
LY ON THE 
KOSHU WAY 

AND GOING IN 
THE DIREC- 
TION OF KAI!! 


LET’S TRY 

GOING TO 
KAI AND 

AZUMINO!! 












































ts Fp i —— 
pe as 
ce : : 








®\ \ 





AND THERE'S A 
TEMARI FOR 
IKU-CHAN’S LITTLE 
SISTER AND A 
DARUMA OTOSHI 
FOR HER LITTLE 
BROTHER. 


IS IT OK 
FOR ME TO 
ACCEPT 
SUCH PRICY 
THINGS...!? 


THERE'RE 
SOME 
SELF-RIGHT- 
ING DOLLS 


FOR 
AKANE-SAN. 





AND...AKANE-SAN, 
NO MATTER HOW 
MUCH | APOLO- 


GISE, I'VE 
CAUSED YOU SUF- 
FERINGS THAT 
WILL NEVER 





BY LOSING YOU'VE GOT YOU'VE 
MY LEFT REVENGE ON PUT AN 
HAND... THEM FOR END TO 


THE HELL 





LIKED TO 
TALK A LOT 
MORE WITH 
THEM, IF IT 
HAD BEEN 
POSSIBLE... 


ae 
Mi ft, 


Ml 














HAVE TO 
SAY 
FARE- 
WELL!? 


ACTUALLY... 
VD REALLY 
WANT TO 


WHY. 


THOUGH | 
GREATLY 
REGRET IT... 














COME BACK 
WHENEVER 


YOU 
WAAANT!! 











































































ri 
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J bys 








































































































2, EVEN IF 
YOU SUD- 
DENLY 


SHE’S BY 
NO MEAN 
AN OPPO- 
NENT THAT 
YOU CAN 
KILLEE 





























TOLERATE A 
GREAT 
ACHIEVEMENT. 
FORESTALLING 


THE OTHERS!! 
FOLLOW MY 


PLAN AND 
WORK TO- 
GETHER!! 
















BURN WHAT) 


HAPPENED 
INTO YOUR 
MIND AND 






NEVER LN- 


DERESTI- 


MATE HER, 


THINKING 


ONLY ONE 
LITTLE 
GIRL!! 

















I'LL_ REACH KAI, 
WHERE GRAMPA 
WAS BORN, AND 
AZUMINO_IN 
SHINANO!! 


VE 
GOTTEN 
HUNGRY. 
SHOULD 
| EAT 


OVER 
THERE!? 



















IF | GET 








VLL SIMPLY TRY 






KILLED TO REACH KAI 
DURING THE AND AZUMINO... 
By WHILE FIGHTING 

THE ENEMIES 


Ng WHO AIM AT MY 
" LIFE... 


PLEASE, V 1s a aL RIGHTI?... 

\ GRAMPA, EVERY- 

STAND! ONE...NOW... 
Sy I’M ONLY TRYING TO 






































AZUMI = 
2 ENTERED = 


: 








THEY'RE 
DOING IT 
TO NOT 
LET ME 
CATCH 














CASE, THEY 
WOULDN'T 
GIVE ME... 
ANY SPARE 
TIME TO 


COMING TO 

ATTACK BUT 
THEY STAY 
NOT TOO 
CLOSE OR 
DISTANT... 





























DON’T LET 
HER GET 
3 AWAY! 
LARD @ 


WITH THIS KIND 
OF SIEGE... 
WE CAN TAKE 
TURNS EATING 
AND SLEEPING, 
BUT... 


DON’T 
PANIC!! 
SURROUND 


THE 
THICKET!! 











EATING AND 
SLEEPING, (Ss 
WHILE THEY 
TAKE TURNS 
DOING SO... 





























AND WAS 
RUNNING THE 
KOSHU WAY 
HOPING TO 
KILL AZUMI 
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